EQUAL RIGHTS 


“EQUALITY OF RIGHTS UNDER THE aa SHALL NOT BE DENIED OR ABRIDGED 
BY THE UNITED STATES OR BY ANY STATE ON ACCOUNT OF SEX.” ME. 


OUR WOMAN LEADERS 


ELIZABETH CADY STANTON 
Birthday, Nov. 12, 1815 


LUCRETIA MOTT 
Birthday, Jan. 3, 1793 


SUSAN B. ANTHONY 
8 | Birthday, Feb. 15, 1820 


We feel it is appropriate to feature at this time, when we celebrate the birthdays of the eee 
* in Woman Suffrage, the statement given by Senator Herbert R. O' Conor of Maryland on December 
1951 
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The women of America have been waiting for 27 years 
for the Congress to assure to them the rights which as 
free American citizens should long before this have been 
incorporated as explicitly as they have been since 1788 
— pag implicitly in the provisions of our great Consti- 

ion. 

“That this amendment has been introduced in each succes- 
sive Congress since 1923 without ever an unfavorable report 
must be an anomolous situation, difficult to comprehend, on 
the part of the women of our country. 

“Tf, in this proposed Constitutional amendment, the women 
of America were seeking to gain an advantage to which 
they rightfully would not be entitled, one might find it 
possible to appreciate the stand, or rather the lack of stand, 


which has marked Congressional consideration of the pro- 
posal, but the amendment seeks no such unreasonable ad- 
vantage. Stated quite simply, it merely proposes to establish 
equality of rights for men and women under the Constitution 
and the laws of the respective states, and under Federal 
statutes. It merely seeks to attain for one-half our popula- 
tion what the other half has always enjoyed, the wiping 
out of discrimination, under which they, simply by reason 
of their sex, have been forced to endure these many years.” 


“Both political parties endorsed this proposed amendment 
in their national platforms before the last Presidential elec- 
tion. Now is the op 12 to show good faith in these 
pronouncements and intend to move for early consideration 
of this legislation.” 


Senator O’Conor has announced he will not run agani. From our standpoint Senator O’Conor will be greatly missed. He has long been one of our 
trusted er ER, in the cause of equality for women. We know he will always be ready to aid us. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


United States or by any State on account of sex. 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
„Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
“This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In Senate, Jan. 8, 1951, by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md., with 
27 co-sponsors (S.J. 3). 

In House, Feb. 2, 1951, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. V., 
with 104 co-sponsors (H.J.R. 52). 


Ne : 
Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, May 21, 1951. 


Referred: 
To Judiciary Committee of both Houses at time of introduction. 
To House Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 2, May 10, 1951. 


To honor the memory of the pioneer 
nomen who drafted them, we print 
the Resolution as of 1853 


Resolved, That this movement for the rights of woman 
makes no attempt to decide whether woman is better 
or worse than man, neither affirms or denies the qual- 
ity of her intellect with that of man—makes no pre- 
tense of protecting woman—does not seek to oblige 
woman any more than man is now obliged, to vote, 
take office, labor in the professions, mingle in public 
life, or manage her own property. 

Resolved, That what we do seek is to gain these rights 
and privileges for those women who wish to enjoy 
them, and to change public opinion that it shall not be 
deemed indecorous for women to engage in any occu- 
pation which they deem fitted to their habits and 
talents. 


Resolved, That the fundamental principle of the 
Woman’s Rights movement is—that every human be- 
ing, without distinction of sex, has an inviolable right 
to the full development and free exercise of all his 
energies; and that every«sphere of life, private and 
public, Functions should always be commensurate 
with Powers. | 
Resolved, That each human being is the sole judge of 
his or her sphere, and entitled to choose a profession 
without interference from others. 

Resolved, That woman must be recognized politically, 
legally, socially and religiously the equal of man, and 
all obstruction to her highest physical, intellectual and 
moral culture and development be removed that she 
may have the highest motive to assume her place in 
that sphere of action and usefulness which her capaci- 
ties enable her to fill. 

Resolved, That this movement gives to the cause of 
education a new motive and impulse; makes a vast 
stride toward the settlement of the question of wages 
and social reform; . adds to civilization a new ele- 
ment of progress; and in all these respects commends 
itself as one of the greatest reforms of the ages. 


In 1952-—Full Steam Ahead 
Sigrid Arne Says 


“Women will be more than ‘helpers’ in the 1952 
presidential campaign. 

“For one thing, more women than men can vote in 
this country now. In 1950 there were 49,419,000 
women eligible to vote and only 47,499,000 men. 

“Women will man the motor pools on election day, 
do thé baby sitting, man the telephones to check which 


of the registered voters have failed to show up at 
the polls. 


“There is no way of knowing how important the 
women’s vote will be to either party in 1952 because 
the national vote has never been counted for men and 
women voters. 

But in 1948 the Democratic women’s division took 
a spot sampling at voting booths. It found that women 
voters made up the following percentages: Iowa 52 
percent, Cook County (Chicago) 55 percent, Wayne 
County (Detroit) 63 percent, Ohio 65 percent. In 
Minnesota women voted two to one.” 


The Associated Press Says... 


Candidates in next year’s presidential campaign are 
going to have to cope with a new political ingredient. 

It has been cooking for a third of a century, and 
has reached the proper stage of yeastiness to make 
it effective. 

It is known as the women’s vote. 

This latently powerful dish has been sitting on the 
back of the stove since 1920, with everybody talking 
a lot about it, but mostly as a subject for light cocktail 
party conversation. 

The recent “‘off- year” elections of November 6 turned 
up some surprising upsets around the country. A 
strong reform vote was counted after the polls closed. 
And who was responsible for this? 

The women of America are just beginning to e 
how much punch they can pack when 50, 000, 000 of 
them are out after the same thing. | 

Next year most of them are going to be asking a 
— questions about the candidates who ask their 
vote. 


Question your candidates 
Are they for the 
Equal Rights Amendment? 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 3 


“FROM VICTORY UNTO VICTORY’ 


A Review of 1951 in the International Field 
By MAMIE SYDNEY MIZEN 


Those pioneers of the spirit, women whose eyes follow every 
step in the advance of their long struggle to be — beheld 
a rainbow of promise in the opening days of 1951. For, at the 
end of the preceding year, the United Nations Assembly had 
adopted a momentous Directive to the Commission on Human 
Rights. Mme. Bedia Afnan, Delegate from Iraq, had intro- 
duced a resolution in the Assembly which directed that there 
be written into the World Bill of Rights, the ideals so long 
held by the National Woman’s Party and the World Woman’s 
ry 2 Assembly resolution, formally approved December 
4, 1950, read: 


“The General Assembly decides to include .. 
Human Rights 
women 


. in the draft Covenant on 
an explicit recognition of the equality of men and 


Here in visible form was the light of a new day. With this 
Resolution behind them as an accomplished fact, those who have 
been striving for equality for women in all treaties, conventions 
and covenants concluded by the United Nations, entered with 
hope and resolution upon the year 1951. 


The World Woman’s Party opened the year with a deputation 
in New York to Sir Ramaswami Mudeliar of India, member 
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, concerning 
the United Nations’ efforts to raise the status of women. In 
particular, the deputation sought to obtain his support for the 
continuation of the Status of Women Commission, of which he 
had been one of the chief architects. 


The real march forward in 1951 began when, on May 14, 1951, 
the Status of Women Commission approved at Lake Success 
without dissenting vote, and with only three abstentions, a 
Convention on the Political Rights of Women. Here are the 
three articles in this new Magna Charta: 


“Article 1. Women shall be entitled to vote in all elections on the same 
conditions as men.”’ 


“Article 2. Women shall be eligible for election to all publicly elected bodies 
established by national law, on t same conditions as men.” 


“Article 3. Women shall be entitled to hold public office and to exercise 
all public functions established by national law, on the same conditions as men. 


The preceding year, 1950, the Status of Women Commission 
had approved the are of a world Convention on political 
rights for women. At the 1951 mre ge the Commission took 
the further step of aprteving a specific Convention and sending 
it on its way for final adoption as a United Nations Convention. 
Mrs. Olive Remington Goldman, United States’ member of the 
Commission, earned the gratitude of her country women for her 
untiring and able work on the Commission. 


At the 1951 sessions in Paris, in May, 1951, came victory 
indeed, when the Commission on Human Rights adopted Article 
31 of the draft Covenant on Human Rights. This was in obedi- 
ence to the December 4, 1950, Directive from the Assembly, 
mentioned above. Here, in Article 31, in a few words is sum- 
moned up the results of centuries-long struggle by women. 
Article 31 reads: 


“The States parties to the Covenant recognize the equal rights of men 
and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights, and 
particularly of those set forth in this Covenant.“ 


Previously in the draft Covenant there had been incorporated 
three other articles on the status of women, as follows: 


“Article 1. Each State Party herto undertakes to respect and ensure to 
all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights 
recognized in this Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as .. . sex.”’ 


Article 12. Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a 
person before e law.” 


“Article 17. All are equal before the law; all shall be acorded equal protec- 
tion of the law without distinction on any grounds such as... sex.” 


With the addition of Article 31, women were at last within 
sight of the goal of the recognition of full equality in the 
ovenant. 


Geneva again was the site of historic achievement for women 
in June, 1951, when, at the Annual Conference of the Inter- 
national Labor Organization, the Equal Remuneration Conven- 
tion was adopted. Here is the heart of that memorable Conven- 
tion, bringing hope of a boon long sought: 

“Article 2. Each Member shall, by means appropriate to the methods in 
operation for determniing rates of remuneration, promote and in so far as 


is consistent with such methods, ensure the application to all workers of the 
principle of equal remuneration for men and women workers of equal value.“ 


This Equal Pay Convention is now before the Governments of 
the World for ratification. This is the first treaty in all history 
for equal pay for women. 


Working for this measure Miss Louise Van Eeghen of Holland, 
Chairman of the World Woman’s Party, proved again her 


strength as a leader and combatant in the cause of women. 
She was in Geneva throughout the entire I.L.O. Conference 
laboring ably and indefatigably for the Equal Pay Convention. 


Meanwhile the Political Rights Convention adopted by the 
Status of Women Commission in May, was sent to the meeting 
in Geneva of the Economic and Social Council in August, 1951. 
This meeting adopted a resolution requesting “the Secretary- 
General to circulate to Member Governments the text of the 
draft Convention on Political Rights for comments on the draft 
Convention and suggestions as to the best manner of giving 
effect to the principles underlying it.” 


The year 1951 ended with the Uhited Nations Assembly in 
Paris. This Assembly is again considering, at this writing, 
the Covenant on Human Rights, including these portions for 
which the women of the world have waited so long. Again 
Madame Bedia Afnan of Iraq heads the forces in the Assembly 
for equality. Among the women helping her at this series of 
meetings in Paris, as representatives of the World Woman’s 
Party are Lady Hilda Butterfield (England, U.S.A.), Dr. Mary 
Sinclair Crawford (U.S. A.), Miss Dorothy Clune (U.S. A.), 
Mile. Marie Lanoel (France), Miss Elsie Maitland (England), 
Countless Jean de Pange (France), Mme. A. Shrinagesh 
(India), Mrs. Jessie Street (Australia) and Miss L. C. A. Van 
Eeghen (Holland). These stalwarts are in the forefront of 
every endeavor in the cause of women, urging the Paris Assem- 
bly to raise the status of women the world over and keeping 
their needs constantly before this great world body. 


Nor do these efforts at these official United Nations meetings 
conclude the summary of World Woman’s Party activities for 
this year of 1951. At the Istanbul United Nations Conference 
of Non-Governmental Organizations, in the Spring of 1951, the 
World Woman’s Party was represented by Ernestine Bellamy 
of the United States, as “Equal Rights” readers know, and by 
Mme. Mihri Pektas of Turkey. hese Representatives kept 
assiduously before the Conference the question of the position 
of women. ings were successful in securing a resolution, 
drafted by the Director of the United Nations Information 
Center in Cairo, asking adequate publicity on U. N. work on 
raising the status of women, believing that to — — knowledge 


of this work is the surest means of its accomplishment. 


And continually the work went on. In November, 1951, at 
Paris came another official United Nations Conference of Non- 
Governmental Organizations. Here Mlle. Lenoel of France 
was the World Woman’s Party Representative on the scene, 
keeping the need for full equality before the gathering. 


Nor is this work with the United Nations the whole story 
of this year of effort for women by the World Woman’s Party. 
When the International Council of Women met in Athens 
Ernestine Bellamy was a Fraternal Delegate from the World 
Woman’s Party, and extended the official greetings of the World 
Woman’s Party to the older and larger organization. Miss 
Bellamy carried the message of the World Woman’s Party even 
as far as Egypt and Lebanon, where the Daughters of the Nile 
and Federated Societies of Lebanon enrolled as active affiliated 


groups. 


As we write this article, in January, 1952, there is now 
taking place in Paris the first Council Meeting of the World 
Woman’s Party to be held in Europe since the war. Again the 
threads of association are being woven. Again the intrepid 
women are organizing branches in their countries to carry on 
the work for women. Out of Austria comes a message to the 
Council from an honored and beloved leader, Helene Granitsch, 
Founder of the Woman’s Party of Austria and now living in 
the United States, too “sick, poor, old and quite alone to get 
to Paris,” but still dauntless, and “happy to feel our achieve- 
ment and proud to belong to you.” 


From Austria comes another letter to the Council full of the 
overtones of bitter poverty and suffering, but still, as the writer 
says, “proud and honored to... join again the Austrian work 
for equality for women.” From Norway Helene Hansen re- 
ports to the Council of her pride in the work, and the demands 
of women of her country to hear about those women of Seneca 
Falls, and the work for the freedom of women begun there in 
1948. Like the ever-widening ripples from the pebble cast into 
the water, the influence of a great purpose never ends. 


Surely few documents can be more indicative of the fact 
that the sisterhood of the world’s women is far out in the van- 
guard of human brotherhood than the resolutions sent to the 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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January-February, 1952 


Illinois 


CHICAGO.—A wife agreed in Circuit Court to pay $10 
weekly alimony to her husband until he gets a job. 

Mrs. Cupper, who has a divorce suit pending charging cruelty, 
said she did not want to send her husband to jail for contempt. 
And, she said, she didn’t want to let him continue living at 


the Cupper home. She offered the alimony so Mr. Cupper 


could live elsewhere. 

“That is more than fair,” said Judge John T. Dempsey as 
he entered the order—the first he had ever signed directing 
a woman to pay alimony. 


lowa 


Dr. Florence A. Armstrong returned to Iowa to be featured 
on several outstanding programs. She appeared on the pro- 
gram of Iowa’s Fourth Small Business Clinic and led a discus- 
sion, “Opportunties the Small Business Clinic can afford elderly 
persons.” Dr. Armstrong made several talks during her visit 
to lowa—one on the Equal Rights Amendment, one to leaders 
of the State Federation of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, one to Waterloo, Iowa, B. and P. Women’s Club and one 
to Iowa State College. 


Colorado 


Mrs. Lillian H. Kerr, chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party in Colorado, has been a crusader for women’s rights for 
many years, has seen and has been instrumental in so many 
reforms that she feels a woman President is the next logical 
step in progress. In Mrs. Kerr’s opinion women should have 
equal representation in all phases of government, including 
the cabinet. She believes voting should be compulsory. By so 
doing, she declares we would more nearly approach actual 
majority rule, and political parties would be relieved of the 
expense of getting out the vote. The chief aim and existence 
of the National Woman’s Party, Mrs. Kerr says, is the eventual 
passage and ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. There 
are only two rights for women that are nationally assured. 
One is the right to vote and thc other is the right to choose 
citizenship when marrying an alien. All other rights are 
matters of State law. 


Wisconsin 


The Sheboygan Business and Professional Women's Club 
joined the 160,000 trained women in the 2,700 clubs of the 

ational Federation of Business and Professional Women's 
Clubs, Inc, throughout the United States, Distriet of Columbia 
Hawaii and Alaska, in the 24th annual observance of National 
Business Women's week. To spearhead the drive for the pas- 
sage of the Equal Rights Amendment they designated Septem- 
ber 27 as “Equal Rights Day.“ Co- operating on the arrange- 
ments for the observance were Miss Lorrain Norman, Miss 
Ella Arpke, and Mrs. Paul Gerlat, Chairman. 


Massachusetts 


Radcliffe College believes that it is important for women’s 
colleges to promote further knowledge of the part women have 
played in the making of history. Until fairly recently the 
social and historical contributions of women were largely over- 
looked by historians of both sexes and received only slight 
interest in libraries. The College for many years kept records 
of the activities and publications of its own Alumnae, but there 
existed a need for the recording of women’s contributions 
throughout society. To fill this urgent need, Elizabeth B. Borden 
has started a research Library relating to the Historical Con- 
tributions of American Women. 


CHILMARK, Marthas Vineyard, Mass.—Young wives in hip 
boots and oilskins have upset the 300-year-old masculine monop- 
oly on scallop dragging in this tiny island village. 

The womenfolk are making nearly $20 a day helping catch 
the greatest run of scallops in history here. 


More than $1,500 a day is being split among less than 80 
persons holding “citizens permits” to catch the succulent island 
scallops. 

Thanks to a feminine rebellion against the local “male only” 
restriction on scallop permits, the women won the right this 
year to share in the annual bonanza. 


At a special town meeting they mustered 34 votes to 30 to 
request the town council to drop the sex barrier. 

By throwing open the scallop fishery to women the town 
almost doubled its catch because the law, by local option, is set 
at four bushels per day for each legal resident. 


Michigan 
Dr. Agnes E. Wells, of Saginaw, Mich., past chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, spoke on Tuesday, January 23, at 
the Saginaw Women’s Club on “The Status of Women.” Later 
the same day she was the guest speaker at the Zonta Dinner. 
32 following week she addresses the Business and Professional 
omen. 


Pennsylvania 


Constance H. Dallas is Philadelphia’s first woman City Coun- 
cilman, holding the highest elective office ever accorded a woman 
in that og “In private life, I’m Mrs. George M. Dallas, but 
in public life I’m Constance Dallas. I object to the use of 
Mrs. and am going to start coping with it right now,” she says. 

She had been a Democratic committeewoman for 10 years and 
a registered Democrat for 15 years. She defeated her opponent 
in a decisive victory from the 8th Councilmanic District which 
includes Germantown, Chestnut Hill,, Roxborough and Mana- 


yunk. 


Washington, D. C. 


Mrs. Loren B. Thompson, a woman soldier stripped of her 
uniform because she had a baby, yesterday protested that 
motherhood should not be a bar to military service. 

“Women being what they are, many, in and out of service, 
will have children,” she said in a letter to Assistant Defense 
Secretary Anna M. Rosenberg protesting her discharge. 

A woman with a baby should be permitted to stay in the Army 
and “defend her home, which has become all the dearer because 
a child has come into it,” she declared. 

Three Senators, including Margaret Chase Smith of Maine, 
the only woman Senator, have taken an interest in her case 
and she has been promised a chance to tell her story to a Senate 
committee. 

Mrs. Thompson, 33, is the wife of Col. Loren B. Thompson, 
Sr., 45, of Newark, N. J. He is an active reservist in the 303d 
Military Government Group, but has not been called to duty. 

About three months ago Mrs. Thompson, carried on Army 
books as reserve Maj. Alba C. Martinelli, Corps of Military 
Police, had a baby. The infant quickly found himself up against 
Special Regulation 140-175-1, Change 1, dated 30 October, 1950, 
Paragraph 6A (12). 

This requires the discharge of “female personnel not on ex- 
tended or active duty who have. . . a child or children under 
18 years of age.“ 

Mrs. Thompson, who has six years of active duty to her credit, 
including prewar service in Korea, plus four years in the 
reserves, called this “discriminatory.” 


WASHINGTON.—Mrs. Anna M. Rosenberg, Assistant Sec- 
retary of Defense for manpower, said today that a drive for 
about 72,000 more women in the Armed Services by June 
would be launched with nation-wide ceremonies on Armistice 
Day and the Monday following. 

Mrs. Rosenberg said that in order to be able to recruit women, 
two things had to happen: 

1. The ceiling which Congress put on the women’s services when 
making them permanent—only 2 per cent of the men in the 
respective services—had to be lifted. Otherwise opportuni- 
ties were too narrow, Mrs. Rosenberg said. This was done 
after she appeared before Congress to urge it. 


2.The men in the Defense Department had to be convinced 
not only that the service of women was needed, but also 
that they wanted them enough to make the best use of their 

skills. This also has happened, she said. . 

In the future armed services of 5,000,000 men and women, 
“the sky would be the limit” on the number of places for women, 
she said. We are talking in terms of a total of 112,000 if we 
can get them, Mrs. Rosenberg asserted, and added there were 
at present training facilities for up to 5,000 women a month 
in the Air Force. 


Women in Medicine 


Women doctors really outranked their male colleagues this 
year when it came to the Lasker Awards for public health 
service. Three out of six of the awards went to women. Al- 
though on the surface this would appear to be a 50-50 division, 
proportionately the honors are considerably higher in view of 
the fact that only approximately five per cent of doctors are 
women. The three women honored are: Dr. Florence R. Sabin, 
Manager of Health for Denver; Dr. Elise L’Esperance, founder 
of the Strang Clinics in New York City, and Dr. Catharine 
Macfarlane, professor at Pennsylvania Women’s Medical Col- 
lege, each of whom has practiced medicine for more than 50 
years. The awards, in the form of a gold statuette of the 
Winged Victory of Samothrace, were presented to the recipients 
by the American Public Health Association at its 79th annua! 
meeting in San Francisco October 30. 
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Israel 


The Knesset of Israel passed on the 17th of July, 1951, the 
following equal rights law: 


1. A man and women shall have equal status with regard to 
any legal 1 any provision of law discriminating, 
with regard to any legal proceeding, against women as women 
shall have no effect. 


2. A married woman shall be as fit to own and deal with prop- 
erty as if she were unmarried; her right in property acquired 
by her before marriage shall not be affected by her marriage. 


Argentine 


BUENOS AIRES.— The Argentine male, smug in his His- 
panic attitude of superiority, will have to start eating some 
very tough crow when the National Congress and provincial 
legislatures begin meeting next year. A petticoat brigade of 
formidable proportions was elected to office in November and, 
without doubt, will begin making itself heard as soon as the 
speaker’s gavels open the sessions. 


Six women Senators of a total of thirty will take their seats 
next May in the National Senate. In the Chamber of Deputies, 
twenty- ees of the Chamber’s 155 members will be women. 
Similar proportions were elected to many provincial legisla- 
* omen also were elected to municipal, town and village 
offices. 


A blonde with a whim of iron has done in five years what 
her feminine predecessors were unable to accomplish in 145— 
raise the Argentine woman to a position of full political equal- 
ity with men. 


Members of Peronista Party 


All of the women elected to office are members of Senora 
Peron’s own personal party—the Partido Peronista Femenino. 
The principal opposition party, the Radicals, who won some 
seats in the national and provincial legislatures, nominated no 
women candidates. The National Democrats and Socialists nom- 
inated only a few. The fifth party, the Communists, nominated 
many women, including one for Vice President, but elected none. 


The Partido Peronista Femenino was organized by Senora 
Peron on July 26, 1949, with herself as president. ast July 
it formally organized a National Council and was accepted by 
the Partido Peronista and the Government-controlled General 
Confederation of Labor as a third and equal member of the 
Movimiento Peronista. 


Several theories have been advanced, largely by men, for 
the larger turnout of women in the voting and for their pref- 
erence for the Peronista candidates. These range all the way 
from the psychological one that it was an act of independence 
to the belief that it was an act of personal loyalty to Eva. 
The obvious answer would seem to be that Senora Peron had 
her party better organized than were the women’s divisions of 
the other major parties, that her workers got out the vote and 
had it convinced to vote as they wished. 


Australia 


The basic wage for women in Perth, Australia, still remains 
at 54% of the male rate. Letter in the Daily News, Perth: 


“After reading an article headed “Women have no rights” 
in your paper, may I be permitted to highly commend your 
views and to hope that it receives all the support due to it. 
Had such a law operated four and a half years ago, my position 
today would be very different. 


“We owned three farms, for which my husband and I worked 
from scratch, and at his death they were worth 18,000 pounds. 
Practically the whole of this was left by will to his eldest 
brother and my three daughters and I are now working for 
wages. How many other cases similar to mine there must be; 
so keep on with the work you have started and I sincerely hope 
that you attain the legislation that you are striving for.” 


Seven Women Honored for Services 
At Women’s International Exposition, N. Y. 


Seven women have been chosen to receive medallions of honor 
presented annually to “women of achievement” from all coun- 
tries of the world by the Women’s National Institute. 

The seven selectees are: 

Sister Loretto Bernard, administrator of St. Vincent’s Hos- 
pital, New York. She will be honored as the outstanding 
woman in the Catholic field for 1951. 

Mrs. Georgia Neese Clark, first woman to serve as treasurer 
of the United States. 

Mrs. Bessie Gotsfeld, outstanding woman of Israel. 

Mrs. Douglas MacArthur, for her “outstanding and selfless 
courage during the years of World War II.” 

Dr. Alice Garrigue Masaryk, sister of the late Czech foreign 


minister, Jan Masaryk, honored for social service work in 
Czechoslovakia and during her years of exile. 

Dr. Maria Montessori of Italy, honored for outstanding edu- 
cational work on the international level. 


Mrs. Edith S. Sampson, alternate representative of the United 
States to the General Assembly of the United Nations. She will 
be honored for achievement in human relations. | 


Syria 


The woman of Syria are taking a leading part in the country’s 
cultural, social and educational activities, according to the 
Syrian information Bulletin. 

“In the last thirty years,” it explains, “the women of Syria 
have been marching hand in hand with their men along the 
path of progress. Their progress has reflected a spirit of 
national awakening and a love of public service. The women 
of Syria have participated actively in the struggle for national 
liberation. 

“With the achievement of independence in 1945, there has 


been a marked increase in the number of girl-scholars. One- 


third of the total number of students in elementary schools are 
2 Many women are being graduated every year in Law, 

edieine, Arts and Science from the State 22 at 
Damascus. 

“Cooperation and collective action has been a guiding prin- 
ciple for the women of Syria in their educational and humani- 
tarian work. Organizations have been formed in Damascus 
and the provinces to help orphans and to assist the poor, to 
look after needy children to speed up the general advance 
of women.” 

Syrian women are producing many books in verse and prose 
each year that are winning praise all over the Arab world, 
the Bulletin adds. In the — field, Syrian women are 
waging a campaign for equal rights and already have won the 
right to participate in elections. 


Germany 


The German women’s party is sending speakers throughout 
West Germany to persuade more women to play an active part 
in politics. 

At present, 30 of the 402 members of the Bundestag (lower 
house of parliament) are women. There are also 2 few women 
in state parliaments. 

The team of speakers is led by Hulda Pnakok, a white-haired 
bright-eyed woman of 56. 

After the summer campaign, the party intends to publish 
a newspaper and prepare to fight the next elections for the 
North Rhine-Westphalian state parliament. These, unless some- 
thing unusual happens, are not due for three or four years. 


A Morale Building Program 


Majorie Barstow Greenbie writes to the Conference on 
Women’s Future, Hotel Commodore, New York: 


We are watching with interest your conference to determine 
what “women’s attitudes, philosophy, and activities should be 
in the next ten years.” 


We may be wrong, but so far we see no indication that you 
recognize the primary problem involved. This is that women 
have no historical background or psychic conditioning, based 
either in tradition or formal education, for what they are now 
asked to undertake. History is written about men. Women 
seldom figure in it as individuals, except, perhaps, when they 
are second-rate mistresses of kings. Women who have done 
what women are now encouraged to do have been fairly numer- 
ous in the past, but books and teachers don’t mention them, and 
the eager girl, trying to fit herself into the picture of life out- 
side the home, must identify herself, against her own nature, 
with men generals, men politicians, and men leaders of industry 
and the professions. She cannot see herself in her true light as 
an all-round personality. Unless we give women heroic ex- 
amples of what women _ achieved in the past, there is only 
a thin psychic soil in which current ideas of what they can do 
can take root. 


As a flagrant example of the omission of women from his- 
tory, take the case of Anna Ella Carroll. Here was a woman 
of the first caliber with family and social relations with which 
any woman would be glad to r herself, charming, the 
object of lifelong devotion such as all women wish to inspire 
and few ever do. A lawyer, a politician, a military strategist, 
and a partner of men in business, she was completely submerged 
under the records of men far inferior to her for a hundred 
years, and men took the credit for what she did. If you want 
to mobilize women properly, this kind of wrong must be undone. 
We recommend a perusal of the life of Anna Ella Carroll, and 
a concerted effort to promote her to her proper niche in history 
as a great morale-building program for women now. 


MARJORIE BARSTOW GREENBIE. 
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What Is the Constitution of the United States 
Worth to American Women? 


By HELEN ELIZABETH BROWN 


Although the Constitution of the United States forbids any 
State to deny to any “person” the equal protection of the laws, 
believe it or not 


Men, aliens and corporations are „persons“ entitled to the 
equal protection of the laws in this country; American women 
are not. 


It is unconstitutional to try a Negro man with a jury from 
which Negro men have been excluded; it is not unconstitutional 
to try a woman, black or white, with a jury from which women 
have been excluded. | 


To exclude men from jury service would be to deny them a 
trial by a jury of their — and the equal protection of the 
laws; excluding women from jury service is no such violation 
of the Constitution. | 


It is unconsitutional to place restrictions on men’s liberty to 
contract; it is not unconstitutional to restrict women’s liberty of 
contract. 


It is Constitutional to bar women from any lawful means of 
earning a living; such laws as to men are unconstitutional 
and void. 


Women may be subjected to labor restrictions; men may not. 


Women may be excluded from business and the professions; 
men may not. 


Women in business and the professions may be discriminated 
against; men may not. 


Women may be deprived of their property without due process 
of law; men may not. . 


Sex, marriage and motherhood are the bases of rank injustice 
and discrimination against American women. 


In utter amazement, people ask how such a thing can be in 
this American Republic. Bishop Hoadly had the answer when 
he said that, “Whoever hath an absolute authority to interpret 
any written or spoken laws, it is he who is truly the law-giver, 
to all intents and purposes, and not the person who first wrote 
or spoke them.” Justice Holmes condensed it when he re- 
marked that the Constitution is what the courts say it is. 


The Supreme Court of the United States has said that a 
woman is not a person who is entitled to equal protection of 
the laws under the Constitution and that the Constitution 
cannot protect her against inequalities and discriminations as 
long as they are based solely on sex. 


The Equal Rights Amendment 


To make other provisions and guarantees of the Constitution 
a protection for women of this country, another Amendment 
must be added. The new Amendment is necessary to eliminate 
discriminatory bench-made law and make the Fourteenth 
Amendment mean what it says. The new Amendment must 
specifically forbid the denial of due process of law and the 
denial of the equal protection of the laws on account of sex. 
Such an Amendment, known as the Equal Rights Amendment, 
has been pending in the Congress for many years. Its passage 
has been pledged by all political parties and is long overdue. 


It is difficult to understand why the Congress has not sub- 
mitted this Amendment to the states for ratification. Lawyers 
see the need of it in their daily practice. Obviously we cannot 
do much of a job of selling democracy abroad with this sort 
of situation at home. Russia, China, Turkey and many other 
countries have equal rights provisions in their constitutions. 
The United Nations Charter provides for equal rights for men 
and women. Our own Constitution is prevented from makin 
equal rights for all Americans effective by the crippling an 
mangling it has suffered at the hands of the Supreme Court. 


Some serious thought should be given to these numerous 
oaths so glibly taken to preserve, B a we x and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States. oday’s most urgent need is 
to save the Constitution—remove its shackles, heal it, restore 
it, put it back on its feet and see that it does what it was 
intended to do for every American. | - 


EQUAL RIGHTS SEALS 


For sale at Headquarters 


—— — — 


Mail your Subscription today. 


National Chairmen of the N ational 
Woman's Party 


Requests have been received, at Headquarters, that a list of 
the past National Chairmen of National Woman’s Party, be 
printed in EQUAL RIGHTS. The editors are happy to comply. 


1913-1921 Alice Paul, New Jersey. 

1921-1933 Alva E. Belmont, New York (National President). 
1921-1925 Elsie Hill, Connecticut. 

1921-1927 Edith Houghton Hooker, Maryland. 

1927-1930 Jane Norman Smith, New York. 

1930-1933 Anna Kelton Wiley, District of Columbia. 

1933 (January-November) Florence Bayard Hilles, Delaware. 
1933-1934 Sarah T. Colvin, Minnesota. 

1934-1936 Florence Bayard Hilles, Delaware. 

1936-1939 Sarah Thompson Pell, New York. 

1939-1942 Anna Kelton Wiley, District of Columbia. 
1942-1945 Alice Paul, New Jersey. 

1945-1949 Anita Pollitzer, South Carolina. 

1949-1951 Agnes E. Wells, Michigan. 

1951- Ethel Ernest Murrell, Florida. 


To Raise the Status of Nomen 


For the benefit of our members and as a guide to them, 
EQUAL RIGHTS has been asked to set forth briefly policy 
of National Woman’s Party relative to public utterances and 
speeches, on subjects other than equality and the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 


At a recent meeting of the National Council, this policy was 
reiterated in a motion, duly seconded and carried, which stated 
that any one speaking publicly on subjects other than the 
Amendment or Equality for women, must make it clear that 
she is speaking as an individual and not as a representative of 
the National Woman’s Party. 


We are proud of the breadth of knowledge of our members, 
and the wide scope of their interests, but National Woman’s 
Party, as a whole, has always adhered to its single object of 
raising the status of women. 2 , 


“From Victory Unto Victory”—Continued from Page 3 


Council in Paris by the World Women’s Party of the United 
States. In this instrument, the members in this country call for 
a world expression of appreciation, not for an American, but 
for a woman of England and a woman of Holland. They ask 
all women to join them in gratitude for the untiring labors of 
their International President, Lady Pethick-Lawrence of Eng- 
* — * their International Chairman, Louise Van Eeghen, 
of Holland. 


And what of the days ahead in 1952? After the triumphs of 
1951 there is still so much to be done. Complete political and 
civil rights all over the world are yet to be won. And they 
can be won this year. For this is scheduled to be the last year 
of work by the United Nations on the drafting of the Covenant 
of Human Rights. 


So much has been won. The struggle has been bitter, the 
way so long. Women are tempted to cry out with Christina 
Rosetti, one of their own, “And does the road lead uphill all 
the way?” But they must answer with her, clearly, realist- 
ically, even grimly: “Yes, all the way.” These are the last 
heights. But they must be scaled. Women who built 
the National Woman’s Party in this country, and the World 
Woman's Party know that the guides are ready—those coura- 
goons souls who long ago pointed the way. The sun is high 
or climbing. Now, only the will; the work, the heart is needed. 
Let 1952 find them not lacking. : 


No account of this work could close without grateful mention 
of the work of Alice Paul, the founder of the World Woman’s 
Party and our own National Woman’s Party. Nor could it omit 
the remembrance of the magnificent leadership, the courage, 
the ability, and the devotion of Lady Pethick-Lawrence, Presi- 
dent of the World Woman’s Party. She stands as a symbol of 
the awakened consciousness of the women of the world. 


The leaders of womankind stand on every continent, carry 
the message from one to another with the insistence of throbbing 
jungle drums in a tropic forest. These steps of their progress 
are indeed the drumbeat of the upward pilgrimage of humanity 
into a new day wherein all the people of the earth shall loo 
up and not be ashamed. 


4 


L 

1 

4 
=? 

* 


J anuary-February, 1952 


EQUAL RIGHTS 7 7 


O KINDLY has the 1951 issue of “Questions and Answers” 
been received, that the editors feel subscribers will be in- 
terested in how it originated, and how it grew. This is 

the seventh issue. The first appeared in 1938, when Jane 
Norman Smith, former National Chairman, read a question- 
naire in the New York Sun, opposing the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and answered it. Her answer, published in the 
New York Sun, April, 1938, was excellent, and this magazine 
republished it May, 1938, as an article, entitled, “What Every 

oman Ought to Know.” A boxed explanation on page 259, 
referred to it thus: 


“The New York Sun of April 17, carried under the cap- 
tion “Equal Rights Opponents Ask Some Questions,” a 
series of questions and answers regarding the Amendment 
2 y Mrs. Henry W. Louria and Mrs. Charles 

oletti. 

“Elsewhere in this issue of al Rights these questions 
are answered for the benefit of those who are sincerely 
interested in authoritative information, the result of inten- 
sive research based on fact, common sense, and law.” 


Mrs. Smith’s article was enthusiastically acclaimed. Requests 
for copies poured into Headquarters. Finally, after checkin 
for legal accuracy with Burnita Shelton Matthews, Mrs. Smit 

repared a leafiet 18 questions long. Mimeographed upon a 
— white sheet of paper, it was distributed throughout the 
Nation. Afterward, at least three pamphlets of Questions and 
Answers were published by National Woman's Party (Allied 
Printing, Baltimore). One of these, entitled, The Equal Rights 
Amendment, Questions and Answers” was composed of 22 simi- 
lar questions. Another: Women Are Not Persons,” contained 
15 Questions, analogous to its predecessors. Exact dates of 
publication are not readily available. However, a pamphle 
entitled: “Do You Know That a Woman Does Not Have .. .” 
was printed by the same printing * woe! as the others, while 
Mrs. Harvey Wiley was National Chairman. It carried 14 
questions, worded differently from the others. On the back 
was a subscription blank, and the names of the National Offi- 
cers, and Council members, so we can date it easily. 

In 1943, the Research Department of National Woman's 
Party, under the Chairmanship of Helena Hill Weed, produced 
a new, longer, and more comprehensive “Questions and An- 


HISTORY “QUESTIONS and ANSWERS’ PAMPHLETS 


swers“ pamphlet, containing 64 questions and answers. The 
title page read: 


“QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT, PREPARED BY THE RESEARCH DE- 
PARTMENT OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY” 


Helena Hill Weed, Chairman 


This issue was released for publication by National Woman’s 
Party, and printed by the Government Printing Office, as U. S. 
Senate Document No. 97, during the 78th Congress, at the 
request of Hon. Warren Austin. It was revised in 1946, re- 
printed as Senate Document No. 209, this time with 67 questions 
and answers. This issue which appeared during the 79th Con- 
gress, again by courtesy of Senator Austin, carried a title page 
similar to that of So 1943 issue. 

Then it was decided at Headquarters, that the Questions and 
Answers pamphlets should be brought up-to-date, and simplified. 
Ethel Ernest Murrell was asked to assume the task. She agreed. 
Using largely the original leaflet, and the 1943 pamphlet, she 
proceeded to cut, to combine, to re-arrange, and when necessary, 
to re-word, the contents. In a word, she edited the earlier issues. 
The result is 40 questions long. The last issue was then re- 
leased for — by National Woman's Party, and printed 
as Senate Document No. 74, by the Government Printing Office, 
at the request of Hon. Herbert O' Conor. It is already widely 


used. 

Hence, in 1951, we had an often-edited pamphlet which began 
with Mrs. Smith’s thought-provoking letter to the New York 
Sun, and pres into one of our most useful propaganda media. 

We wish to take this occasion to express the gratitude of 
National Woman’s Party, to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Weed, and all 
others who worked upon this pamphlet. It is a valuable con- 
tribution to the literature on the Equal Rights Amendment, 
and as such, has helped the cause of Equality. ä 

It would be splendid now, if one of our members would under- 
take to enlarge it again. Proponents of the Amendment are 
continually meeting questions. We know most of the current 
answers from our pamphlets. However, different questions 
arise with changing times. A — composed of new questions, 
combined with this edition, would make a helpful 1952 issue. 
Who will volunteer? 


oriam 


Senator Arthur Capper of Kansas, on December 19, 1951 
this brave and valiant statesman departed this life. He had 
an enviable record as a public servant. The National Woman’s 
Party honors his memory as one of our oldest and truest friends 
in the cause of equality for women. 


We deeply regret the passing on January 14, 1952, of Naomi 
Wheeler, long a member of the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party. For 44 years she battled the consequences of 
polio which maimed her when she was four years old. 

She was born in Shelby, Mich., and was tutored through a 
grade school education. She afterward acquired a high school 
education through a correspondence course. Then on crutches 
she took a business college course. Later she passed a Civil 
Service Examination and a law de in 1937. She became 
a member of the District Bar Association and was admitted to 

ractice in the Supreme Court in 1942. She even learned to 
y, and would have earned a flying license had she not been 
a cripple. She was a familiar figure in the District civil and 
criminal courts, moving about on crutches, her paralyzed legs 
bound in braces. Her great moral courage overcame her physi- 
cal handicaps and she devoted her life to helping to raise the 
status of women. The members of the National Woman’s Party 
will miss her wise advice and counsel. On the day of her 
funeral, the District Court adjourned in her honor. 


Jennie Scott Griffiths of San Francisco departed this life on 
June 29, 1951. She was a loyal member of the National Woman’s 
Party and did colossal work for the cause during her life. 


REP. WILLIAM T. BYRNE (D., N. Y.). 
Died January 27, 1952. 


He was chairman of Sub-Committee of the House Judiciary 
Committee to which the Equal Rights Amendment had been 
referred. Mr. Byrne was a long time friend. He spoke for 
the Equal Rights Amendment at the Alva Belmont Garden 
Party last summer. 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
REAL ESTATE — AL. 0078 


JOANNA M. BARRY 
ALL THREE ARE SYNONYMOUS 


For Printing THAT IS Distinctive 
CALL NATIONAL 1558 


ACME PRINTING CO., INC. 
708 18th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


DUPONT LAUNDRY 
Dry Cleaning 
A Pledged Quality Laundry 
2535 Sherman Ave. -:- Washington, D. C. . COlumbia 4200 
4415 Wilson Blvd. Arlington, Va. JA 8-1010 


Success to the National Woman’s Party 


PETROLEUM HEAT AND POWER CO. 


2209 Channing Street, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 


> PE TYPOGRAPHIC SERVICES 


Wy of Tomorrow — Today! 
INC.— 


217 H Street, Northeast “In the Shadow of Union Station” = 


— U . —ämd '. — e ———ä—PD . '. ' . ' ͥ -'. 
f 
¥ 
— 
— = 
= 
— 
— 
= 
— 
= 
= 
: | — 
= 


in a luxurious cloud of | 


blonde Cashmere and Guanaco... 


Light ada warm as a breeze from 
the south and soft as the 
fleeciest cloud. Our casual coat 


that makes a point of fine tailor- 
ing and precious fabric woven by 
Forstmann. From a new collection ! 


of wool, camel hair, cashmere 


and vicuna coats in our third 


floor salon. 
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